YACHT BUILT FOR

More specifically, it is a steel round
bilge boat, with closely spaced
frames 420mm apart and retractable
ballasted keel. The boat will carry
scientific equipment and be
available for hire by scientists and
other people wanting to further
study the unique Antarctic
environment.

Capable of carrying up to eight
people, Mr Haazen says the boat
will be totally self-supportive with
all its own back-up systems. “It
will take twenty days to get to the
Ross Sea area, travelling at five
knots. The boat is designed
to overwinter in the ice with
four people on board with
enough supplies to see them
through.

“The beauty of operating a
small boat is it is very cost effective
for research and monitoring because
A member of the running costs are so low. We

Greenpeace for many can afford to stay in one location for
years, Mr Haazen is also being a few months to carry out
assisted in the boatbuilding by prolonged research”
colleague Martini Gotye and other
enk Haazen is an enviro- voluntary workers from The boat is designed by Aucklander
mentalist who feels so Greenpeace. The 50-foot boat is Alan Mummery and Mr Haazen is
strongly that Antarctica must be what he calls a “people’s boat” using NZIG welding gases and

protected that he is building a boat
to carry scientific research and
environmental groups there.

.A softly spoken Dutchman now
resident in Auckland, Mr Haazen
says that if Antarctica is not saved
then the rest of the planet will
become endangered also.

"Antarctica is the last
great continent which
is not owned by any
one nation"

“It has no military so it is a place
where many different nations can
co-exist together. Qil is the major
resource there but with such a
tragile environment, mining would
quickly destroy the short food
chain?”







