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ocated at the northwestern corner of the Ross Sea region

in the Antarctic, the islands were discovered in 1839 by a

British expedition under John Balleny, and named in his

honour by the Hydrographer to the British Admiralty, Sir
Francis Beaufort

The Ballenys are 1200 miles south of New Zealand’s most
southern port of Bluff, across the Southern Ocean. They are
around 67 degrees south by 164 degrees cast, right on the
Antarctic Circle in the friction zone between the permanent
Antarctic high and Southem Ocean lows which circle the
Antarctic mainland in an endless stream.

The area is known for its unpredictable weather, fog, storms
and sometimes hurricane-force winds that come out of all
quarters, Once vessels are under way there is no s ife harbour to
run to. and the nearest land downwind to the east is Cape Horn,
5000 miles away

They are very remote, rarely visited and locked in ice for about
10 months of the year. The western coast of the island group is
only ice-free for about one month of the year, and sometimes 1t
does not get free of the pack ice at all

[he New Zealand underwater scientist Dr Franz Smith
originally approached us to see if our high- latitude expedition
vessel. the Tiama. could provide transport and support for a
research expedition to the Balleny [slands.

This was an expedition for the New Zealand government
through the Ministry of Fisheries. They wanted a comprehensive
the biodiversity and ecological
function of the marine environment. They rightly thought that
this required a smaller vessel working close inshore that could
stay there for an extended period.

The proposed voyage with the 7iama meant that we would be
the first small vessel to go there since David Lewis” voyage with
the Solo. And nobody had ever dived or stayed
close inshore before for longer than one or two days.
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Expedition leader
| Franz Smith

Dr Smith immediately had my interest. We do a lot of work
in the New Zealand sub-Antarctic Islands, and this was an
opportunity to stretch our wings a bit. The Tiama was designed
and built to work in Antarctica.

I just wished he had picked a different area to go to m the
Ross Sea. The Balleny Islands have the distinguished reputation
of being a hard place to reach and an even harder place to get
ashore. Lewis discovered the only anchorage in the area, which
he called Solo Harbour afier his 15.2m vessel. This seemed like
a very precarious anchorage at the best of times.

Lewis was the first small boat to reach the island group in
recent history. Other vessels have visited the group, but they
were always larger boats. often with helicopter support, and as
with any boat designed to go fast, they cost a lot of dollars to
run per day.

Before we left 1 spent lots of time looking at ice charts and
consulting with ice experts. skippers and weather experts.















