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Munificence

at the

Bounties

Virgin dive spots are hard to find in this
age of fast boats and GPS. .. buta team
of DoC divers dipped deep into the
Roaring Forties last month to check out
a special spot. Lindsay Wright reports.

here is no PADI dive shop at
the Bounty Islands. In fact,
the nearest shop of any kind is
700km away in Bluff.

The 20 low islands are solid
granite outcrops; the surface remnants of
the submerged Bounty Plateau, their west
coasts pounded by the relentless storms
and sweeping seas of the Southern Ocean.
To the east, sheer grey cliffs plunge into the
surging sea, all devoid of vegetation.

But the Bounties teem with life. Above

sea level, New Zealand fur seals and sea li-
ons slumber around the shoreline like furry
brown boulders, penguins waddle comi-
cally to and from their larder, the sea and
overhead a dynamic panorama of Salvins
albatross, fulmar prions, cape pigeons and
storm petrels glide, wheel and dive.

The diversity of animals above sea level is
mirrored by those below the constant swells
- but they’d rarely been observed by human
eyes before a Department of Conservation
(DoC) dive team; Sean Cooper, Dr Franz

Smith and Louise Hunt, visited the islands
in the charter vessel Tiama last April.

“As far as we know, only a few people have
ever dived the Bountys before — or the An-
tipodes. There have only been a few research
teams over the past 30 years and [photog-
rapher] Kim Westerkov later,” conservation
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